Building Buen Vivir: Argentine Social Movements

College of St. Benedict and St. John’s University – Buenos Aires, Argentina
COLG 385TA – Fall 2025
TR 2:25 p.m. to 3:40 p.m

Professor Corrie Grosse
WhatsApp/Phone: +1 208 709 1634
Office: IES (or via Zoom, WhatsApp, or phone)
Office Hours: By appointment

“The difference is that we do not seek capitalism. We seek well-being and quality of life. And that does not mean having abundance. It means having peace, having tranquility. That is what the other people do not understand. They want to put us in a world that is not our world. Our world is different.”
— Doris Ríos, Indigenous Cabécar woman, Costa Rica (source)
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Children are kept entertained during a cultural day at one of the roadblocks in Purmamarca.   
Natalia Favre, BBC, 2023

Course Description

This course will explore movements for radical social change – for buen vivir (good living) in Latin America, with a focus on Argentina. We will gain an understanding of political, economic, social, cultural, and environmental conditions that undergird the emergence of movements; how movements organize to change those conditions; and what the consequences of movements are for the movements themselves and the buen vivir they strive to create. Within and across movements, we will examine how intersectional identities (particularly gender and Indigeneity) shape who participates in movements and how, the reception movements receive, and the form of buen vivir movements propose. Readings prioritize perspectives from marginalized communities. We’ll leave the course with insights on how we can advance buen vivir in our own lives and communities.

Buenos Aires is located on the original homeland of the Querandíes. In 2022, there were nearly 1.3 million self-identifying Indigenous peoples in Argentina (source). A diversity of Indigenous peoples live in Buenos Aires and the central region of Argentina, including the following peoples: Atacama, Avá Guaraní, Diaguita-Calchaquí, Huarpe, Kolla, Mapuche, Rankulche, Toba, Tupí Guaraní, Comechingon (IWGIA). We’ll use our course as a space to learn about the sovereignty efforts of local Indigenous peoples and ways to support them. | What are Land Acknowledgements and why are they important?

Learning Goals

This course will enable students to:

1. Reflect on their identities in global contexts, at the personal and structural level.
2. Understand Argetnine social movements histories, contexts, tactics, and outcomes. 
3. Explain the interconnections of efforts for buen vivir with gender and Indigeneity (always understood in and through relation to other identities)[footnoteRef:2] in the Argentine context. [2:  As McClintock (1995:5) writes in Imperial Leather, “race, gender and class are not distinct realms of experience, existing in splendid isolation from each other; nor can they be simply yoked together retrospectively ... they come into existence in and through relation to each other––if in contradictory and conflictual ways”] 

4. Make recommendations for buen vivir, based on examination of social movement efforts.

This course has CS, GL, EX designations and the following Integrations Curriculum learning goals:
1. Gender 2: Intermediate
Students analyze how historical and/or contemporary constructions of gender shape and are shaped by cultural systems of power. Students analyze how factors such as race, ethnicity, age, class, sexuality, disability, religion, or nationality intersect with gender. 
2. Race and Ethnicity 2: Intermediate
Students demonstrate how historical and/or contemporary constructions of race and/or ethnicity shape and are shaped by cultural systems of power. Students analyze how factors such as gender, age, class, sexuality, disability, religion, or nationality intersect with race and/or ethnicity. 
3. Global: students will 1) develop awareness of their own culture, 2) develop awareness of other cultures from outside the U.S., and 3) develop strategies for adapting effectively and appropriately to intercultural situations.
4. Experiential Learning: students will apply their classroom knowledge and skills to their experience, 2) develop/refine skills, attitudes, and/or ways of thinking, and 3) engage in cyclical reflection. 
Required Texts: all readings will be posted on Canvas.

EXPECTATIONS

Attend Class and Excursions: I expect multiple contributions from you during each class period.  If it is difficult for you to speak in class, meet with me during week one so we can devise a plan to help you improve. If you are ill (including mental health), please email me before class for an excused absence. Appointments of any kind should be made at a time that does not conflict with class and excursions.

Be Prepared: Please come to class ready to participate (converse, inspire, teach, learn, question, take notes)—having read and carefully thought about the assigned readings. Readings and assignments should be on your desk or pulled up on your computer before class begins.

Create a Respectful Environment: Our course should reflect a critical engagement with the course material and with each other that privileges openness, respect, thoughtfulness, and constructive feedback. In our community of learners (that includes me!), please act and speak in a respectful manner towards everyone. Cultivate curiosity for learning, which happens best when we explore different ideas!

Be Engaged: Please give all speakers (including those in films) your undivided attention. If you bring an electronic device, please ensure that it is used only for referring to readings and assignments *(see next item). 

Hand Write Notes: Research shows that taking notes by hand is better for learning. While we will sometimes use technology to look at readings and facilitate activities, please handwrite your notes and put your computer away unless we need it. Bring a notebook and pen to class. Students who wish to use laptops for note taking must speak with me to make an agreement. Give yourself the gift of doing one thing at a time (i.e. being present in class and not getting distracted on your computer!).

Take Space, Make Space: If you tend to talk a lot, make space to let others speak. If you tend to not talk a lot, take space and share your ideas. We will use discussion hand signals to facilitate this.

Practice Antiracism: An antiracist is “one who is supporting an antiracist policy through their actions or expressing an antiracist idea” (14). “An antiracist policy is any measure that produces or sustains racial equity between racial groups.” (18) “Racial equity is when two or more racial groups are standing on a relatively equal footing.” For example, racial equity would be when the percentage of Black, Latinx, and White families owning their own home is about the same, versus the 41, 45, and 71 percent, respectively, that it is (18). “An antiracist idea is any idea that suggests the racial groups are equals in all their apparent differences—that there is nothing right or wrong with any racial group. Antiracist ideas argue that racist policies are the cause of racial inequities” (20). Source: Ibram X. Kendi’s 2019 How to Be an Antiracist. Our campus is committed to antiracism (see the faculty, student, and administration statements on this).  Let’s explore what being antiracist means in the global context. Part of being an antiracist is to avoid microaggressions and to name them when they occur. 

Avoid Microaggressions, intentional or unintentional words, behaviors, or aspects of an environment that communicate negative insults toward people of color, women and members of the LGBTQ+ population, people with disabilities, people with neurodivergence, people from minority religious groups, and more that can impact the learning environment.

Saying 1) “we are all one race: the human race,” 2) “I don’t see color,” 3) “you are speak English quite well,” 4) “you are being too sensitive” and 5) “everyone can succeed in society if they work hard enough” are examples. 1) signals that a person of color’s experience is no different from the experience of people of other races, 2) fails to acknowledge the race of a person of color, 3) assumes the speaker is not a native English speaker based on stereotypes or appearance, 4) dismisses legitimate feelings related to an -ism, and 5) signals that inequitable outcomes for people of color result from laziness.

We should instead welcome the difference that our unique identities provide and recognize how identities affects people’s lived experience. Microaggressions build up over time to negatively affect people’s physical and mental health. In this class, we agree to name microaggressions and together, articulate why they are harmful and how to begin to repair the damage they cause. One way to name them is to ask: “What do you mean by that?” See Washington et al. 2020 for more examples and an expanded definition and Limborg 2020 for conversational tips.

Work to Become a Better Writer: Learning how to write well is one of the best things you can do in college! It will help you tremendously in the future. I expect all writing to be well organized, well crafted, and free of typos. Consider purchasing The Elements of Style by Strunk and White, a tiny book with lots of tips on how to write well. Let me know if you’d like to read some key excerpts.

ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments are due on Canvas before class begins, unless otherwise noted.

Participation
 
Participation is composed of engagement in in-class discussion and writing, online answers to discussion questions and reflection prompts, and TIPS letters (instructions forthcoming). There will also be some student facilitated class sessions.

This is a reading intensive upper division course that requires complete participation from each student. Our class time will primarily be spent discussing the readings and sharing ideas we each have about them-–how they connect to our lives, our fellow beings, and our home, and our experience abroad.

I want you to focus on the readings. Assignments will help you do this. Set aside a lot of time, read them carefully, take notes, and answer the questions I have posed thoughtfully and thoroughly. DO NOT USE AI for your discussion posts; doing so can result in a failing grade (see policies section of syllabus). Come prepared to: explain readings’ arguments, ask questions about them, spark discussion with your classmates, and connect them to other readings, topics, and life. If, in each class period, I can consistently count on you to make multiple insightful comments that demonstrate critical engagement with the reading, and submit similarly high-quality answers to discussion questions, you will earn an A for excellence.

I am aware that it is hard for some folks to speak in class. If this describes you, I am sympathetic, but require that you use this class to practice learning how to overcome barriers you face. In your life beyond school, discussion skills are important. Meet with me during week 1 to make a plan for success.

Take-home Essay Exam 

A bunch of people walk into a bar … no, let’s say a presidential debate. Among the speakers 1) a Madre and Abuela de la Plaza de Mayo, 2) a man working in a reclaimed factory, 3) a woman confronting neoliberalism, 4) an artivist 5) an Indigenous woman activist 6) an Afro-Argentine and Marrón activist, and 7) a queer activist. The moderator poses the question: What is buen vivir and how should we realize it? Because these folks want to be president, they have very polished, concise, and evidence-based answers prepared.
Draw on the readings from each of the respective class segments to answer this question from each speaker’s perspective. You should be creative. Make the reader laugh, smile, feel sad and enjoy your paper. You should be rigorous in demonstrating your command of the key theories, concepts, and arguments from each perspective. Convince the reader that you can articulate how different gendered, Indigenous, and racial perspectives, which always intersect with other identities, inform efforts for buen vivir. You must cite every required reading (see below) for these perspectives. Write 1 - 1.5 pages double spaced per perspective for a total of 7-9 pages (double spaced), excluding references. Sources must be cited appropriately and consistently in the reference style of your discipline.
Why this essay is useful to you: This essay is meant to hold you accountable to deep engagement with the ideas in the readings. This paper will hone your skills in reading comprehension, planning ahead, synthesizing sources, explaining theories, using evidence to make an argument, and writing for a specific audience (viewers of a presidential debate).
Advice: 
You will want to start working on it right away. I suggest chipping away at the essay, writing one page of the essay a few days after we complete each relevant section of class (see headers in syllabus). I'll give you credit for writing drafts; their due dates are noted in the schedule. 
When I ask you to cite many sources in one page, I am asking you to synthesize—understand how arguments from multiple sources support overarching ideas—not necessarily to include quotes from each reading. Look at any academic journal article and you will see instances where one sentence references 3 or more texts. For example, here’s a sentence in an academic article I wrote:
On the ground, women are the majority of grassroots activists in the environmental justice movement (Seager 1996; Stein 2004), leading struggles against infrastructures and practices that perpetuate climate change (Bell and Braun 2010; Foytlin et al. 2014; Grosse 2017; Thomas-Muller 2014; Whyte 2017).
Work to create distinct thesis statements on what buen vivir is and how we reach it for each of your perspectives.
Engage deeply with each source, using it to support and illustrate the thesis, and why the perspective is important.
Embrace the presidential speech format, ensuring you have strong conclusions!
Address the Integrations Curriculum learning outcomes at the bottom of the rubric. Here are some ways in which to think about these outcomes in the context of our class.
Readings to cite: Below is a list of reading to cite for each perspective, though there is some flexibility if you would like to cite something in a different category or multiple times.

	Madres y Abuelas (4)
Attend to gender
1. Bonafini and Sánchez
2. Arditti
3. Todos Son Mis Hijos
4. Trip to Plaza (fieldnotes)
Optional and encouraged (3):
· Argentina Reader "State Violence"
· National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons
· Dinges
· Trip to ESMA (fieldnotes)
	Man working in a reclaimed factory (2)
Attend to gender
1. Lewis and Klein (film)
2. Kuan and Facundo Iglesia (cookies)
	Woman confronting neoliberalism (7)
Attend to gender and class
1. Sutton ch 2
2. Sutton ch 6
3. Fárias
4. Sutton's guest lecture
5. Fárias's guest lecture
	Artivist (4)
1. Graffitimundo Tour (fieldnotes)
2. Arte y Democracia (film)
3. Visits and experiences with Ro (fieldnotes)
4. Ryan
 
 
 
 
 

	Indigenous Woman Activist (11)
Attend to Indigeneity and gender
1. Degraf
2. NAISA
3. Zugman 
4. Raftopoulos and Short
5. Grietas del Litio (film)
6. En El Nombre del Litio (film)
7. Reventós
8. Ferre OR Reingold OR Campos
9. Lupien
10. Chaney
11. Trip to Jujuy (fieldnotes)
*could be a good place to bring in some of the Buen Vivir readings.
	Marrón and Afro Activist (5)
Attend to race
1. Gordillo
2. Pellettieri*
3. Drake*
4. Cheri*
5. CNN
*Rely on colleagues' notes or read (they are all short).
	Queer Activist (6)
Attend to sexuality and gender identity
Answer questions like: What would it mean to queer reality?  What are the parallels between efforts to queer and efforts to create buen vivir? What would a queer buen vivir look like?
1. Fernández 2023
2. Francisco Fernández Romero guest lecture
3. Johnson
4. McGowan OR Macedo
5. Lankes
6. Iricibar
 
	 

	Readings to cite throughout the essay, likely in multiple places (7):
· Galeano
· Buen Vivir (4): Universal Declaration, Balch, Montoya-Greenheck and Martínez, Habersang
· Subcomandante Marcos (Zapatistas)
· Escobar (pluriverse) - Escobar's ideas have Indigenous and gendered roots.
Remember that these readings highlight Indigenous perspectives.


 

Solutions Story
The goal of this assignment is to tell us a story about a solution (an effort for buen vivir) – what is already being done to advance buen vivir and how can we help? You will conduct a research project on an effort for buen vivir that a Latin American social movement of your choosing (with preference for movements in Argentina or nearby) is advancing. I’d like this project to focus on an effort and movement we haven’t covered in class, but am open to conversation if you want to do a deep dive on something we have covered. Your research will consist of background on the solution, its current state, the role of social movements in advancing it, how intersections of Indigeneity and/or gender (or some other marginalized identities) inform the work and solution, and what the future looks like. You will interview three Argentinians (e.g. IES staff, professors, host parents, students at UCA) to understand local perspectives on the issue, with encouragement to interview someone involved in the movement. You will collaborate with a partner for this project and present your research to the class in creative ways, ending our time together with solutions stories and ways to get connected with local movements and similar movements in the US or MN. This will help us all begin to think about how to build connections between our study abroad experience and our home communities.
References: The project should draw on, and unless specified otherwise, cite the following. The citations should be formatted in text as author last name year (e.g. (Sutton 2010)) or verbally (e.g. "As Sutton argues..."). For the performance, make a works cited page or slide that you hand in:
· 2 interviews with Argentine locals (your other professors may be the most interesting) on the theme of your solution (if you don’t end up citing these in your final work, that’s ok, tell me how these conversations go). These can be conducted separately by each group member. For these, I’d recommend asking your interviewee for ideas on what they see as obstacles to/supports for/and paths forward for the solution. If you are looking into gender justice, for example, you may ask your interviewee: What are the obstacles in Argentina right now to gender justice? What sectors of the population are in favor of gender justice? Are you hopeful about people of all genders being treated equitably (why/why not)? How do you think Argentina should get there?
· 1 interview with someone involved in the solution, like an employee or member of an organization. This interview should be conducted with your group mate. It should be in person, but if Zoom is the only option, that’s ok.
· Materials produced by the people leading the solution (e.g. organization website, reports, social media – reports/publications of the org should be separate citations from the website or social media). Cite social media as: FARN Facebook, URL, FARN Instagram, URL.
· 2 or more articles about the solution/organization written by people outside the group (e.g. news reports, academic articles).
This project will culminate in a creative solutions story performance:

Performance Instructions
Goal: tell us the story of this solution (and make us smile).
Format:
6-10 minute oral story performance that utilizes visual aids (a website, power point, Canva, Prezi, work of visual art) and an artistic performances of some kind (music, dance, poetry, creative storytelling, a demonstration of some kind). There should typically be no words (if the words are part of a piece of art/poster/graphic, that is ok) on any of the visual materials. A group may decide to make a video or podcast with images instead of presenting. The more creativity the better (and it is a large part of the grade)!
Content:
It should be entirely focused on the solution. If some understanding of the problem is necessary for the audience, and the audience does not already have that understanding from our class, spend no more than 1-2 minutes on the problem.
Explain how the solution advances/embodies buen vivir.
Explain what the future of the solution looks like and recommendations for its realization
· Where is it going?
· Is it encountering obstacles or supports?
· Is it making progress?
· What do you see as the things that need to happen for the solution to succeed?
Action advice for your classmates on how to support this solution when we return to the US. This should be more than “learn more”. It should be a concrete action you can take in your own life, something you can communicate to others, or an organization at home you can support.
Please read the presentation rubric on Canvas carefully.

Summary of Percentages
	Assignments
	Percentage

	Participation 
	60%

	Daily Discussion Questions/Writing/Reflections, TIPS Letters
	

	Engagement in Class Discussion and Activities 
	

	Take-home Essay Exam
	30%

	Solutions Story Performance
	10%



Grades will be calculated on a percentage basis, using the following cut off points:
A= 92.5% to 100% 			BC= 77.5% to 82.4%			D= 59.5% to 67.4%
AB= 87.5% 92.4% 			C= 72.5% to 77.4%			F= <59.4% 
B= 82.5% to 87.4%			CD= 67.5% to 72.4%

Formatting

All written work should be double spaced, size 12, Times New Roman font, one-inch margins, double-sided, and should appropriately cite sources in text and in a bibliography using the style of your discipline. If you don’t know what style to use, use Chicago Author Date. References do not count in assignment page limits. The Owl at Purdue is a great resource for all citation styles.

Librarians Can Help!

For the Solutions Story, I encourage you to use the CSB SJU Libraries’ resources and services. Librarians can help you refine your solutions topic, locate useful articles and books, and evaluate resources. Your local Argentine professors will also be excellent resources for ideas on solutions.


COURSE POLICIES

Late Work

I do not accept late work. 

If you have an emergency, communicate with me as soon as possible and I will work with you to make an exception. 
 
Extensions

I recognize that you all lead complex lives. The goal of this policy is to help you learn how to plan ahead, organize your time, and communicate, all skills that you must master in college. 

You may request an extension on an assignment the day before it is due (preferably 24 hours in advance). In your request, propose a day and time by which you will turn it in. When we agree on a due date, post a comment in the assignment on Canvas noting the extension date. If you miss the revised due date, I will not accept the work.

AI 

Use of all AI tools is not permitted in this class (this includes things like Grammerly). Using AI in written work will be considered plagiarism and will result in zero points on an assignment. Please inform me if you find that AI is being used by other students for class assignments (do not name folks, I just want to be able to respond with changes to course materials and reminders). Get the most out of your education by developing your analytical and communication skills – this is what will make you stand out when you pursue your career. Use of AI may result in me needing to make changes that will increase the workload for all students – don’t do this to your classmates! Otter.ai, used for transcribing interviews, is the one exception to this policy. Please use it for your transcripts!

Communication

Please talk with me before or after class for questions or to set up a meeting for more in-depth conversation regarding the course, how you are doing, and our collective future. I’m here to help, so contact me sooner rather than later if you are struggling with any aspect of the course or study abroad. Please call for anything urgent. 

I will respond to emails within 24 hours Monday through Friday. If you need a response sooner, please Whatsapp me.

Read assignment instructions well in advance and ask questions about them during class rather than via email. 

Please check your phone, email, and Canvas regularly to ensure smooth and timely communication. All course materials, assignments, and feedback will be posted on Canvas. Please go into each assignment after it is graded to view the completed rubric, comments, and in-text edits, as applicable, so you can improve over time.

Help Each Other!

In line with feminist pedagogy, please draw on your classmates as a resource (space provided below for two people’s contact information). Please contact your classmates with questions about the course. 

Classmate 1_________________Classmate 2_______________________


IMPORTANT MESSAGES FROM CSB SJU

1) Academic Support. For general academic support visit the Office of Academic Advising early and often. You can meet with an advisor, get help with study skills, and learn about the resources available to you. 
2) Accessibility Support Services. Your access in this course is important to me! Please send your accommodation letter early in the semester, or as soon as you become registered with Student Accessibility Services (SAS), so that we have adequate time to arrange your approved academic accommodations. 
a. If you experience any access barriers in this course, such as with printed content, graphics, online materials, or any communication barriers, please reach out to me or SAS right away. 
b. If you need an immediate accommodation, please speak with me after class or send an email message to me and SAS.
c. If you have, or think you may have a disability, please contact Student Accessibility Services for a confidential discussion: sas@csbsju.edu, 320-363-5245,. 
3) Bias and Hate Reporting. CSB and SJU are committed to creating and maintaining an environment in which all members of the CSB and SJU community are treated with respect and dignity, free from bias and harassment. Faculty, staff and students are together responsible for maintaining an educational and working environment that is consistent with our institutional values. If you have experienced or witnessed a bias or hate incident, please report it. 
4) First Generation Student Support. Resources available on myCSBSJU.
5) Food and Housing Security. If you are facing any challenges securing food or housing, and believe this may affect your performance in the class, please contact the Dean of Students, Jody Terhaar, for support. If you do not feel comfortable contacting the Dean, please talk to me so I help guide you to available resources. 
6) Managing Stress/Supporting Distressed Students. Stress, anxiety, relationships, depression, and cultural differences can interfere with your ability to succeed and thrive. For helpful resources and confidential appointments, please contact Counseling in the Well-Being Center at 320-363-3236 (CSB, Lottie Hall 010 or SJU, Mary Hall 010).
7) Responsible Scholarship. Honesty and integrity in all academic work is essential for a valuable educational experience. It is your responsibility to be familiar with CSBSJU’s academic misconduct and plagiarism policy. Academic dishonesty is a serious offense that can result in a failing grade. Follow this easy guideline: If you’re not sure, cite it! If you need help knowing how to cite, don’t hesitate to meet with me in office hours.
8) Student Emergency Fund: The student emergency fund is available to CSB and SJU students who find themselves facing financial hardships from medical, academic, transportation and/or other personal emergencies. If you are facing financial hardship and need assistance, please complete the emergency fund form. A member of the Student Development staff will then connect with you to discuss your circumstances. 
9) Title IX – Sexual Misconduct. I am mandated to report issues of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating or domestic violence, and stalking that you communicate with me. I am happy to be a support if you experience this. If you do not want the incident reported on campus, please contact a confidential resource: CSB and SJU Counseling: 320-363-3236; CSB and SJU Health Services: 320-363-5605; Central MN Sexual Assault Center (24-hour sexual assault hotline) - set-up a meeting with an advocate on the CSB or SJU campus with this online calendar or call 320-251-4357. They can also assist in filing restraining/protective orders.
10) Transformative Inclusion: “Inclusion requires a transformative, instead of a merely additive, process wherein our community is necessarily reformed and enriched through deep engagement among all members. Thus, true inclusion is not an end goal, but an ongoing process as we engage continually in becoming an inclusive community.” Please further transformative inclusion by participating in related events and abiding by CSB SJU’s Title IX policy prohibiting discrimination and harassment, including CSBSJU’s Sexual Misconduct Policy. 
11) Writing Support. Visit the Writing Center early and often. You can schedule an appointment online. 
12) The Study. Learn how to be more efficient with your work, including notetaking and studying methods. Schedule an appointment in the Hive.

Acknowledgements: I thank the teachers who have informed my teaching, this course, and whose material and ideas I have borrowed in this syllabus.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Note: I intend to follow the given schedule but reserve the right to make changes as the course progresses. Changes will be announced in class. It is your responsibility to get this information from a classmate if you are absent.

	Fecha
	Tema y Tareas (cumplir antes de clase)
*Further reading is not required. I include it in case you want to learn more.

	On the plane
	Preparation

READING
· 2025. DK Argentina. (Travel Guide selections including a brief history, major regions, and barrios de Buenos Aires)
· Gardner, James. 2015. “Introduction” and “Epilogue” in Buenos Aires: The Biography of a City. (28 pages) [link] (an engaging read that makes me excited to get to know the city!)
Britannica Encyclopedia. “Juan Perón” [link], “Peronist” [link]. (5 pages) Peronism is a key feature of Argentine politics. Knowing a bit of background on it and its founder is helpful.

	 
	GROUNDING

	8/5
	Bienvenidos!
Here are some items we'll discuss.
· Group agreement signing ceremony
· Course overview
· Initial check ins and safety 101 
· We’ll discuss feminist curiosity and intersectionality. Be prepared to answer: What is a feminist curiosity and why would it be useful for study abroad? 
READING
· Syllabus [link]
· Enloe. 2004. “Introduction.” Selection: Pp 1-7 in The Curious Feminist: Searching for Women in a New Age of Empire. Berkeley: University of California Press. [PDF link] [whole ebook link]
· Galeano, Eduardo. 1997. The Open Veins of Latin America. Excerpt. [link] (I'd like you to read this entire selection, 109 pages, by Thursday, so please read about 50 pages by today. I've deleted pages and crossed out sections from the original book. It is an engaging famous book on the history of colonization and extraction in Latin America -  a must!). [entire book]
Helpful info:
· Add/Drop Period at IES: August 4 to 15
· Add/Drop period at UCA: August 4 to 8 (TBC)

	8/7
	Las Venas Abiertas de América Latina
We’ll dive into our reading and reflections on how we are entwined with the histories and presents of colonialism in Latin America. In class, we’ll open with a discussion of: What knowledge did you have about colonization in Latin America?  We’ll discuss colonialism, decolonization, and capitalism.
READING
· Galeano, Eduardo. 1997. The Open Veins of Latin America. Excerpt. [link] (finish reading the excerpt). Revised instructions: skip the foreword and then read as much as you are able and want to.  I highly recommend the introduction - P 1-7. Skim over any pieces you do not understand. The goal is to identify some powerful quotes, the writer's argument and tone, and overall take away points. I'd recommend about 40 pages, to get a real sense of the book. If you want to learn about early colonization, start on page 1 of the book: "Introduction". If you want to learn about more recent history, start on page 50 of the PDF" The Invisible Sources of Power". If capitalism and development are new topics for you, start at the beginning.
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
*For full credit on discussion posts, please answer thoughtfully and thoroughly. Demonstrate your engagement with the text, noting page numbers (this will also help you have good ideas and evidence recorded for a future essay). Usually a paragraph per question.
1. What are your three biggest takeaways from this book? Why are they significant?
2. How does Galeano’s account compare to other accounts of the history of Latin America you have heard? OR How does Galeano’s account help explain things you know or have heard about the condition of Latin America or Latin Americans today?
Further Reading
Aranda, Dario. 2010. Argentian Originaria: Genocidios, Saqueos y Resistencias. Lavaca. [link to website] [link]

	W2
	 

	8/12
	Indigenous Perspectives - Buen Vivir
READING
· 2010. Universal Declaration for the Rights of Mother Earth. Cochabamba, Bolivia. [link] [PDF]
· Balch, Oliver. 2013. ‘Buen vivir: The social philosophy inspiring movements in South America,’ The Guardian, February 4. [link]
· Montoya-Greenheck, Felipe and Ana María Martínez. 2025. “What We Need is Buen Vivir.” TerraLingua, April 15. [link]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. Drawing on all the readings for today, describe the core components of buen vivir.
2. How does buen vivir compare to mainstream US life? How does it compare to your life?
T Letter, post here.
Further Reading
· Lanza, Martha, Fundación Colectivo Cabildeo Bolivia. 2012. “Feminist Perspectives Towards Transforming Economic Power – Buen Vivir: An Introduction from a Women’s Rights Perspective in Bolivia.” Association for Women’s Rights in Development. Pp 3-8, 23-29 (11 pages) [link]
· Gudyna, Eduardo. 2011. “Buen Vivir: Today’s Tomorrow.” Development 54(4) 441-447. doi:10.1057/dev.2011.86. [link]

	8/14
	Buen Vivir in Practice
READING
Habersang, A. 2022. Utopia, Future Imaginations and Prefigurative Politics in The Indigenous Women’s Movement in Argentina. Social Movement Studies. selections (<15 pages) [link] [selections PDF] WARNING: discussion of rape. Skip the last paragraph of page 490 if you need to avoid this discussion.
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What does horizontality, spirituality, and autonomy look like in practice for the Indigenous Women’s Movement for Buen Vivir in Argentina?
2. How can you prefigure the future you want in your present actions?
Please mark up the article, to practice getting the key points out of a journal article. In the first three sections, identify: the goal, argument, and author's definition of prefiguration and utopia. Reflect on what you think about the author being an engaged, activist scholar. Be prepared with information on how the Indigenous women see feminism and gender. We'll discuss what you identified. (No need to put answers to any of this paragraph in your post, we'll just discuss in class.)
I Letter, post here.
Further Reading – we may watch one in class:
· Indigenous Women’s Movement in Argentina. 2021. “Stop the Terricide. Manifesto for Buen Vivir.” [link]
· 2025 "‘A whole spectrum of hatred’: women face increased violence in Milei’s Argentina as rights are eroded." The Guardian, August 13.
· Allin Kawsay (El Buen Vivir) 2017 (49 min) [link]
· 2020. El Buen Vivir. (by Indigenous directors in Indigenous languages, only Spanish subtitles, but slow speech) [link to channel with many options]

	W3
	 

	8/19
	Zapatista Perspectives – Un Mundo Donde Quepan Muchos Mundos (A World Where Many Worlds Fit)
Together in class, we'll read Exiled: A Tsotsil Poem by Ruperta Buatista Vásquez [link] and the Zapatista Principles and Practices [link].
READING
Subcomandante Marcos. 2002. Our Word is Our Weapon. The Anarchist Library. Selections. [selections link] (10 single space pages) [entire book link] 
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. Select 5 points and/or quotes that you find important and explain their significance.
2. What does the Zapatista principle of "a world where many worlds fit" mean?
P Letter, post here.
Further Reading:
· “Zapatista National Liberation Army” Encyclopedia Brittanica [link]
· “Some Zapatista Principles & Practices.” The Anarchist Library [PDF] [link]
· 2024. "The Challenges of Zapatismo Today: Cartels, Government and Militarization" [link]
· 2024. "Qué queda del zapatismo 30 años después del levantamiento armado del EZLN en México (y qué fue del subcomandante Marcos). " BBC. [link]
· "Naranjo Zavala, Krishna. 2021. “Writing in Movement: An Interview with Tsotsil Writer Ruperta Bautista.” Latin American Literature Today. [link]
· Lunes en el Pozo recording in Tsotsil and Spanish by Bautista [link]
· Bautista Vázquez, Ruperta and Paul M. Worley. 2018. “‘Healers and Other Poems.’” Latin American Literary Review 45, no. 90 (2018): 88–91. https://www.jstor.org/stable/48764575. [PDF] [link]

	8/21
	Indigenous Perspectives - Pluriverse: Another Possible is Possible
READING
Escobar, Arturo. 2020. Pluriversal Politics: The Real and the Possible. (español: Otro posible es posible: Caminando hacia las transiciones desde Abya Yala/Afro/Latino-América). Duke University Press. [selections PDF] [ebook link] (13 pages). See instructions in PDF - there are three sections, where only the people assigned will read each.
· Ancestral Sources, Still Alive (pg 15-17) - Sam Keigan
· Matriarchal Societies and Matriztic Ontologies (pg 17-18) - Tess Izzy Noah
· Buddhism as Nondualistic Philosophy and as a Critique of Self and the Real (18-21) - Marco Ava Kayla
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What is the real? How do we make it?
2. What is the pluriverse?
3. How does the notion of the pluriverse connect to elements of buen vivir?
4. How does the notion of the pluriverse connect to Zapatista ideas?
Be prepared to present your assigned section to the class verbally (no powerpoint).
S Letter, post here.

	Sat 8/23
	Tigre Trip, Meet at IES Ground Floor 9:15 am. Return about 7 pm.

	W4
	ARGENTINE EFFORTS FOR ANOTHER WORLD

	8/26
	Women Confronting Terror – Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo
We’ll begin with a free write on our reactions to these readings.
READING (27 pages)
· “State Violence.” Pp 395-97 in The Argentina Reader. [link] (2 pages) [brief overview on the period, least priority]
· Dinges, John. 2005. “Introduction” and “Death in Argentina” (Pp 135-141) in The Condor Years: How Pinochet and His Allies Brought Terrorism to Three Continents. The New Press. Selections [link] (8 pages) [overview of US support of the terror, how the coup happened, and why more Argentines did not resist at first]
· National Commission on the Disappearance of Persons. “Never Again.” PP 440-447 in The Argentina Reader. [link] WARNING – descriptions of torture and rape (7 pages) [testimonies of survivors of torture, you can also see these reenacted in the new film Argentina, 1985 on Prime]
· Bonafini, Hebe de and Matilde Sánchez. “The Madwomen at the Plaza de Mayo.” Pp 429-439 in The Argentina Reader. [link] (10 pages) *Prioritize this reading, which you'll need to cite for your essay exam.
In class, we’ll watch part of the following, which we’ll finish on Thursday or on our own. Todos Son Mis Hijos (film by Las Madres, 80 min) [link]. Take notes so you can cite in your essay.
ASSIGNMENT
Interview a host family member about their perspectives on Las Madres y Las Abuelas, and, if it seems appropriate or if they want to share, about their lives during the dictatorship. I suggest really open questions: “Can you tell me about what you know of the Las Madres y Las Abuelas de la Plaza de Mayo?” "Me podría contar sobre lo que sabe o piensa sobre Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo y Las Abuelas de la Plaza de Mayo?" "What was your life like during the dictatorship?" "Cómo era su vida cotidiana durante la dictadura?"  Right after the interview, sit down and write notes on what they said, what you thought, and what you learned. You should sit and write for the same amount of time that you conversed with them, or longer. You do not need to audio record the interview. Come to class prepared to share what you learn. 
Further Reading
Violencias - digital exhibition of photos of el Museo de La Memoria, sobre la dictadura.

	8/28
	Women Confronting Terror – Las Abuelas de la Plaza de Mayo
Las Madres gather at 3:30 on Thursdays. We’ll  visit La Plaza de Mayo (20 min bus) with the Cross Cultural Pysch class (leave 2:45).
READING
Arditti, Rita. 1999. Searching for Life: The Grandmothers of the Plaza de Mayo and the Disappeared Children of Argentina. Berkeley: University of California Press. [link] (24 pages)
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. How is the activism of the grandmothers gendered? Provide concrete examples.
Further Reading
· Diamint, Rut. 2019. “Truth, justice and declassification: Secret archives show US helped Argentine military wage ‘dirty war’ that killed 30,000.” The Conversation. [link]
· Jaureguy, Martina. 2025. Mothers and Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo cut off from government funding, minister says. Buenos Aires Herald, January 12. [link]
· Correa, David. 2025. “My sister came home’: Almost 50 years later, a desaparecido’s family gets closure.” Buenos Aires Herald, May 30. [link]
· Las Madres de La Plaza de Mayo. 1985. Film.
· Argentina, 1985 (2 hr 2 min - film about trial of the dictators on Amazon Prime – WARNING – descriptions of torture)
· Las Madres de La Plaza de Mayo website [link]
· Las Abuelas de La Plaza de Mayo website [link]
· See Pauchulo 2009 for information on the different organizations and splits in Las Madres over time (pg 29 and 30)
· Sutton, Barbara. 2018. “Transmitting Memory, Reclaiming Utopia.” Pp 193-228 in Surviving State Terror: Women’s Testimonies of Repression. New York University Press. (35 pages) - women’s experiences who were part of guerilla movements or not motivated by motherhood to engage in activism
· Whigham, Kerry. 2022. “Embodied Justice: H.I.J.O.S., Practices of Trans-Action, and Biopoetics in Post-Dictatorship Argentina.” In Resonant Violence: Affect, Memory, and Activism in Post-Genocide Societies. [link] – youth activism

	Sat 8/30
	San Isidro Trip, Meet at IES Ground Floor 10 am
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	9/2
	Women Confronting Neoliberalism
In class, we’ll watch the Cartoneros trailer (3 min).
Reminder: in a couple weeks, I’ll ask you to reflect on some street art – take note of any you see – take a photo.
READING
Sutton, Barbara. 2010. “Bodily Scars of Neoliberal Globalization” (16 pages) in Bodies in Crisis: Culture, Violence, and Women’s Resistance in Neoliberal Argentina. [link] [ebook link].
Instructions: Read pg 35-46, your assigned section, and the conclusion (pg 62-63).
Sections:
· Work – 46-50
· Food Insecurity – 51-53
· Health – 54-58
· Embodied Emotions – 58-61
ASSIGNMENT
Be prepared to present your assigned section to the class.
Please observe and ask your host family about the division of labor in the home in Argentina. You could ask: "Cómo es la division de labor en la casa en Argentina? Qué son los trabajos que las mujeres hacen y qué son los trabajos que los hombres hacen?". Be prepared to share what you learn.
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. How did the crisis affect your assigned aspect of women’s lives? How was the effect gendered (in other words, how was the effect different for women and men?)
2. Choose a quote from an interviewee in your assigned section that sticks with you. Why did you choose it? How does it relate to your life? What did you learn from the quote?
3. How does class affect how women experienced the crisis?
4. Have you experienced or witnessed any effects of neoliberalism in your life in Argentina and in your life in the US? Explain.
DUE by end of class 
Draft of Madre y Abuela’s perspective (we'll have time for you to proofread and ask any final questions during class)
Further Reading
· Beneria, Lourdes. 2015. Gender, Development and Globalization: Economics as if All People Mattered. [ebook link]. Recommended chapters: “Markets, Globalization, and Gender” (an overview of neoliberalism). “Development as if All People Mattered.”
· Reinsburg et al. 2023. “Structural Adjustment, Alienation and Mass Protest.” Social Science Research 109. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ssresearch.2022.102777 [link]

	9/4
	Women Confronting Neoliberalism
Guest: Barbara Sutton. We'll get on Zoom so Barbara can see you all. Bring your laptops.
READING
Sutton, Barbara. 2010. “Bodies in Protest.” In Bodies in Crisis: Culture, Violence, and Women’s Resistance in Neoliberal Argentina. Selections [link] (16 pgs) [ebook link].
You'll read these sections, which are noted in the selections PDF.
· “The Nature and Context of Activism During the Crisis” 162-169 (1st paragraph)
· “Dimensions of Poner el Cuerpo From Women’s Perspectives 175-182 (middle of last paragraph)
· 183 – only paragraph 1
· 184 – only paragraph 2 and 3
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas 1 hour before class):
· How is Argentine women's resistance to neoliberalism embodied and gendered? Provide concrete examples from the reading this will be something you want to bring into your essay exam).
· Write 3 questions you have for Barbara Sutton (and be prepared to ask them)

	Friday 9/5
	Excursion: Graffitimundo Tour
Meet at IES (wait on street) at 9:45. The tour is 10-1 in a van. Please bring snacks and water bottle.

	W6
	 

	9/9
	Workers Confronting Neoliberalism: Cooperative Factory Takeovers
In class, we'll watch: Lewis, Avi and Naomi Klein. 2004. The Take: Occupy, Resist, Produce. (1h 27m) [link]
READING 
Kuan, Sofia and Facundo Iglesia. 2022. “Revolución on the Cookie Factory Floor.” Narratively, February 23. read [link] or listen (30 min) [link].
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What is your biggest takeaway from the reading?
2. How are the cooperatives different from capitalism?
3. Would you be interested in working in a cooperative (one that was already established)? Explain.
4. Are you aware of any cooperatives in the U.S.?
Further Reading (there are still around 400 cooperatives)
· Iglesia, Facundo. 2024. “Government deploys slipshod suspension of worker cooperatives.” Buenos Aires Herald [link] Milei’s actions against cooperatives.
· Kennard, Matt and Ana Caistor-Arendar. 2016. “Occupy Buenos Aires: The Workers' Movement That Transformed a City, and Inspired the World.” The Guardian. [link] (Bauem closed in 2020, 12 min)
· Lavaca Collective. 2007. Sin Patrón: Stories from Argentina’s Worker-Run Factories. Haymarket Books.
· Lewis and Klein. 200. Argentina: Where Jobless Run Factories. The Nation. [link]
· Lavaca.org – the cooperative publisher that published Sin Patrón [link]
· Anderson and Herr. “Recuperated Factories in Argentina” Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice. [link]
· Rossi, Federico M. 2015. “Building Factories Without Bosses: The Movement of Worker-Managed Factories in Argentina.” Social Movement Studies 14 (1): 98–107. doi:10.1080/14742837.2013.874525. [link] – good overview of how the cooperative and takeovers work.

	9/11
	Arte y Democracia
Today we'll explore some background on art as activism in Argentina (how do activists use art?) and some well known Argentine artivists. We'll brainstorm and determine what messages we want to create when we print with Ro tomorrow. In class, we'll watch: Arte y Democracia: Tomar la Calle (35 min) – use the wheel icon on the bottom left to select auto-translate to English – it’s decent. [link]
READING:
Explore Ro Barragan’s website [link] for a few minutes (Mary Bruno of Bruno Press in St. Joe connected me with Ro!)
ASSIGNMENT
DUE 
Draft today or Tuesday of perspective from man who works in a reclaimed factory. (If you want time to discuss this theme together before handing it in, we can talk today in class).
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. Find some street art and post a photo of it in the discussion. If you see a signature, try to look it up online. What does it mean to you? If there’s anyone around, ask them what it means to them.
2. Write three questions for Ro and be prepared to ask them tomorrow.
Further Reading
· White Walls Say Nothing (film by graffitimundo) 71 min, starts at 4:45 [link]
· Sobre Los Escombros:
· Fernández, Mariana. 2024. Toward a Poetics of Multiplicity: On Juan Carlos Romer’s Experiments in Repetition [link]
· Ruiz, Alan. 2022. Load-Bearing Subjects: On Grupo Escombro’s “Teoría del Arte” [link]
· Graffitimundo Google virtual tour of street art in Buenos Aires [link]
· Tango Resiste. 2022. Latino USA. [link – starts at 1:48] (on the queer and Afro origins of Tango, another form of art)

	Friday 9/12
	Art Making Excursion: Ro Barragan’s Studio in La Plata (1.5 hr bus ride each way), lunch included.
Meet at IES (wait on street) at 9:20 am. Bring water, snacks, and SUBE card. The program will buy lunch. We'll return by 4:30 pm.
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	9/16
	Urban Activism
Guest: Mónica Farías [website profile link]
READING
· Explore her Buenos Aires study abroad program to get a sense of her work [link]
· Farías, Mónica. 2016. “Working Across Class Difference in Popular Assemblies in Buenos Aires.” Pp 169-186 in Encountering the City: Urban Encounters from Accra to New York. Routledge. [link]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas 1 hour before class):
1. How does la Olla give more than a plate of food and why is this significant?
2. Write three questions for Mónica and be prepared to ask them.

	9/18
	Artivism (continued)
We’ll reflect on our outing and guests and make connections to social movements.
READING
Ryan, Holly Eva. 2015. “Affect’s Effects: Considering Art-Activism and the 2001 Crisis in Argentina.” Social Movement Studies 14 (1): 42–57. doi:10.1080/14742837.2014.944893. [link] Pp 47-end (9 pages). *I think one of the interviewees is the artist we met at Femur.
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What motivated the artists to do street art?
2. According to the author, what is the potential of street art for contributing to social change?
DUE by end of class (we'll have a bit of time for proofing and questions)
· Draft of woman resisting neoliberalism perspective essay
Extra Credit: visit Hollywood in Cambodia in the Post Street Bar in Palermo (a street art gallery upstairs founded by the artist from Femur) and tell me what you thought of it.
Further Reading: Women Photograph – women and nonbinary photographers – on recent events, moving. Includes portrait of Silveria Luisa Quispe, president of the Family, Water, and Sun Commission of Collamboy Hill, during a roadblock in Purmamarca, province of Jujuy, Argentina.

	9/21
	Día del Estudiante - The classic tradition is to spend the day outdoors having a picnic and playing sports in parks or open spaces.

	W8
	Break: No Class at IES - Corrie and Family at Iguázu Wed-Sunday

	W9
	Indigenous Resistance

	9/30
	Context
With our readings, we’ll draw connections to Standing Rock and Line 3 in the US.
READING
· DeGraf, Denali. 2022. “Standoff in Patagonia.” Earth Island Institute. [link]
· Native American and Indigenous Studies Association. 2023. “NAISA Council statement on recent evictions and arrests of the Mapuche people in Argentina.” NAISA. [link]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What is your reaction to today’s readings?
2. How would you describe the situation of Indigenous peoples in Argentina to a friend or family member?
3. What do you know about Indigenous peoples in the US and your home state/region?
DUE
Draft of Artivist perspective
Further Reading
· Recommended: Millán, Moira. 2019. “Mapuche Motherhood in the Age of Benetton. Intercontinential Cry. [link] *Indigenous author
· Los Hijos de Esta Tierra (3 part documentary of conversations with Indigenous peoples in Argentina) [link]
· Rosti, Marzia. 2021. “Argentina and Indigenous Peoples Across 200 Years of Independence.” IACL-AIDC Blog. [link]
· Lublin, Geraldine. 2017. “As another protester dies in occupied indigenous lands, Argentina must stop trying to erase its past.” The Conversation. [link]
· Bell, Carole Concha. 2023. “Indigenous Protesters Campaign to Make “Chineo” A Hate Crime in Argentina.” North American Congress on Latin America (NACLA) [link] – Important parallels to Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives crisis taking place in Minnesota and North America.
· Goñi, Uki. 2015. “Argentina indigenous chieftain leads fight to reclaim ancestral land.” The Guardian. [link]

	10/2
	Environment – Extraction: Fracking 
We’ll unpack concepts of fracking, environmental justice, and sacrifice zones.
READING (18 pages)
· Zugman, Ilan. 2022. Opinion: Argentina’s energy transition has come to a screeching halt.” Dialogue Earth. Selection [DOC] (4 pages) [full story link]  – *activist author is head of 350 Latin America
· Raftopoulos, Malayna and Damien Short. 2024. “In the Defence of Place: Environmental Justice and the Anti-Fracking Movement in Argentina.” Peace Human Rights Governance. Selection [link] [full PDF] (14 pages)
In class, we'll watch:
· 350.org. 2013. “To understand climate change, understand these three numbers.” [link] (3 min)
· "How fracking is taking its toll on Argentina's indigenous people – video explainer." The Guardian. [link] (5 min)
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What are the environmental and social consequences of fracking for the Mapuche?
2. What tactics do Mapuche and Argentine communities employ to resist fracking?
3. Science demonstrates that the use of oil is literally destroying the planet through climate change. What is your reaction to this? Why isn’t more happening to stop using oil? What prevents you from acting on this knowledge?
Further Reading
· Goñi, Uki. 2019. Indigenous Mapuche Pay High Price for Argentina's Fracking Dream. The Guaridan, October 14. [link] 
· Rodríguez, Patricia. 2024. “Argentina’s Vaca Muerta: 10 Years of Fracking and Local Resistance.” NACLA. *activist author. (Nequén focus)
· Wahren, Juan, Gisela Hadad and Tomás Palmisano. 2024. Mapuche resistance and alternatives to fracking in Vaca Muerta (Neuquén, Argentina).” Neoextractivism and Territorial Disputes in Latin America: Social-Ecological Conflict and Resistance on the Front Lines [link]

	Friday 10/3
	Excursion: Paste up with Ro in La Plata (1.5 hr bus ride each way). Lunch included.
Optional: Museo de Arte y Memoria - Antes y Despues de La Ausencia: Podemos Contarla (exhibition: Before and After the Absense: We can Tell Their Stories). 
Meet at IES (wait on street) at 9:20 am. Bring water, snacks, and SUBE card. The program will buy lunch. We'll return by 4:30 pm.
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	10/7
	Environment – Extraction: Lithium
In class, we’ll watch Las Grietas del Litio 2024 [link] (15 min), covering the lithium triangle, and an excerpt of En el Nombre del Litio 2021 [link] (75 min, 20 min selection), covering Jujuy. We'll also discuss electric vehicles and alternative forms of batteries for electricity storage.
READING
Reventós, Berta. 2023. “The Indigenous Groups Fighting Against the Quest for 'White Gold'.” BBC, Aug 26. [link] 
Choose 1 of the following articles to read.
1. Ferre, Juan Cruz. 2023. “Jujuy Stands Up Against Multinational Mining Companies and Anti-Democratic Reforms.” NACLA, Aug 12. [link]
2. Reingold, Julián. 2023. “Lithium in Argentina: how to make it sustainable.” Energy Monitor, July 14. [link]
3. Campos Lima, Eduardo. 2024. “In South America's 'Lithium Triangle,' Indigenous people defend sacred sites.” Earthbeat: A Project of National Catholic Reporter. [link]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. Take notes on the article you choose. What were your article's key points and angle: who is the author, what is the tone, what is the focus? Be prepared to share.
2. We all have lithium-ion batteries in our pockets, in our phones. Have you ever considered what your phone or computer are made of, where it comes from, and how it affects local people? Why or why not? How does this connect to Cynthia Enloe’s idea about feminist curiosity (week 1)?
3. How can we be more attentive to the source of the products we use?
4. What do you think about the lithium struggle? Can it be mined ethically?
Further Reading
· Barber, Harriet. 2024. “Blinded, sexually assaulted, silenced: the war over lithium, Argentina’s ‘white gold’.” The Guardian, January 11. [link] WARNING: descriptions of sexual assault.
· Amnesty International. 2025. “Argentina: Two years after brutal repression in Jujuy, Amnesty International report exposes impunity.” Amnesty International, May 30. [link]
· A video shows the police arresting Natalia Morales, a Jujuy legislator with the Party of Socialist Workers, by dragging her by the limbs along an asphalt road.

	10/9
	Resistance through Social Media
We’ll reflect on parallels to social movements in the US. We'll make some goals for the Jujuy trip.
READING (14 pages)
Lupien, P., Rincón, A., Lalama Vargas, A., Machaca, S., & Chiriboga, G. 2024. “#Resistencia: Indigenous Movements, Social Media, and Mobilization in Latin America.” Latin American Research Review, 59(4), 803–822. doi:10.1017/lar.2024.4 Selections [selections link] [URL]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. How are Indigenous peoples using social media, according to the article?
Further Reading
Belotti, Francesca. 2022. Indigenous Media Activism in Argentina. New York, NY: Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003243083. [ebook link] (Ch 2 and Conclusion)

	Fri-Mon
	Jujuy Trip (Oct 10-13)
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	10/14
	No Class - Recover from Jujuy Trip

	10/16
	Reflection, Infrastructure and Resistance 
In class, we'll discuss our reading and then reflect on experiential learning and global learning from our Jujuy trip.
READING 
Chaney, Carlye, et al. 2024. “Infrastructural violence and resistance in Namqom: Navigating environmental injustice in Formosa, Argentina.” Geoforum 157. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2024.104142 [PDF link] [url] *Indigenous co-author, focus on Qom people. Read the entire article (10 pages).
ASSIGNMENT
Take notes on your assigned section (see assignments below) and post.  
· Group 1 – section 3 and 4: Theoretical concepts, significance of methods and authorship, contributions to knowledge – Keigan, Izzy, Kayla 
· What are the key concepts and how are they defined (prioritize a definition that is accessible and understandable to you).
· What is significant or strong about the methods and authorship?
· What do the authors present as this article’s contributions to knowledge?
· Group 2: section 5 – Noah, Sam 
· What are the key findings and why do they matter?
· Group 3: section 6 – Tess, Ava, Marco 
· What are the key findings and why do they matter?
By end of day, post your global and experiential learning reflection.

	10/18-19
Sat-Sun
	Group Excursion to Colonia, Uruguay
Meet at Busquebus Terminal at 10:15 am.
Departing Buenos Aires at 12:15 am, Saturday. 
Departing Colonia at 5:01 pm, Sunday, arriving 6:18.
Ferry Tickets
Viajero Colonia Hostel: 18 de Julio, 209. Colonia Del Sacramento Colonia 70000, +598 92 699 715, colonia@viajerohostels.com
Grosse family is staying next door: Posada el Capullo

	W12
	Marrón and Afro Resistance

	10/21
	READING 
Gordillo, Gastón. 2016. "The Savage Outside of White Argentina." In Rethinking Race in Modern Argentina. Edited by Paulina L. Alberto and Eduardo Elena. Cambridge University Press. Selections (see PDF with items crossed out) (11 pages)
Student groups will read one and present to class:
1. Ava, Tess, Marco - Pellettieri, Lucila. 2022. “Activists Demand Schools Teach Afro-Argentine History.” Global Press Journal. [link]
2. Kayla, Izzy, Sam - Drake, Carolina. 2023. "The Artists Resisting the Myth of “White” Argentina." Hyperallergic. [link]
3. Noah, Keigan - Cheri, Simone. 2023. This Tour Company is Amplifying Argentina's Nearly Forgotten Afro-Argentinen History. Travel Noire. [link]
Note this source for your essay. We already watched it in class: CNN. 2025. "La otra cara de Argentina: historias de discriminación racial y deuda con los pueblos originarios" [link]
ASSIGNMENT:
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What is White Argentina?
2. How is White Argentina maintained and resisted? Provide some concrete examples.
3. What would La Argentina Mestiza be and how does it relate to buen vivir?
4. Write a summary paragraph of the article you read that includes ideas of how it could be used as evidence in your essay. Include any important key points and feel free to include a key quote. Everyone will need to cite all these articles in the essay, relying on colleague's notes. 
Make good progress on your Indigenous persepctives essay, due next time. You'll want to work to keep the readings for that perspective distinct from the readings for today, which will be included in the Marrón and Afro perspectives essay.
Further Reading:
· Marrones Escriben [website] [English excerpt link]. See "Manifesto Marrón" (1 pg in the beginning of the book).
· Anderson, Judith M. and Patricia Gomes (Afro-Argentine lawyer). 2021. “Blackness, Race, and Politics in Argentina.” In The Oxford Encyclopedia of Latin American Politics. Edited by Harry E Vanden and Gary Prevost. Oxford University Press. [link] (Selections: 11 pages)
· Anderson, Judith M. 2019. “The Impossible Black Argentine Political Subject.” In Comparative Racial Politics in Latin America. (18 pages) [link] [ebook link]
· Gomez and Gails 2023. “Black Feminist(s) Work in Argentina.” Pp 41-57 in Black Feminist Constellations: Dialogue and Translation across the Americas, edited by Christen A. Smith And Lorraine Leu. University of Texas Press.
· Mardones, Marshall A. 2024. “Immigration and the Boundaries of Black Political Subjecthood in Argentina and Chile.” International Migration Review, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/01979183241277544 [link]
· 2025. “How Black Argentines are Fighting Invisibility in Their Own Country.” Travel Noir. [link]
· Linares, Samia Inés. 2020. “Argentina and Its Forgotten Afro Offspring.” Michigan State University Global Youth Advancement Network. [link]
· Marrón instagram [link]
· @Comunidadafro_tuc (Instagram for Afro community in Tucuman).
· Espaço Malcolm: cultural center in Buenos Aires
· DIAFAR: organization [link]
· El Afortunado (The Lucky One) 2019 (film, 1hr 47min) written and directed by a Senegalese Afro-Argentinian

	10/23
	No Class - Oct 23-Oct 26 Bariloche Trip for those in The Making of Patagonia.
DUE
Draft of Indigenous perspective essay

	10/26
	Mother's Day in Argentina -- Wish your host mom a happy day and your mom/moms in your life a double happy mother's day! ;) 

	W13
	QUEER AND TRANS ACTIVISM

	10/28
	Guest Presenter: Francisco Fernández Romero
READING
1. Intro to gender identity: Gottleib, Iris. 2019. Seeing Gender. San Francisco: Chronicle Books. Selection (little text, lots of pictures!) [link]
2. Argentine Context: Fernández Romero, Francisco. 2023. “Beyond Identity: Redistributive Transgender Rights in Argentina.” Revista: Harvard Review of Latin America. [link] [Fernández bio link]
3. Present US Context: The White House. 2025. “Executive Order: Defending Women From Gender Ideology Extremism And Restoring Biological Truth To The Federal Government.” January 20. [URL] (read this 1 paragraph excerpt)
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class)
Post three questions for Francisco Fernández Romero and be prepared to ask them.
Further Reading/Learning
· Carbajal, Mariana. 2023. What the world has to learn from Argentina about trans rights.” Open Democracy. [link]
· 2025. “Argentina: Protestas contra Milei por su discurso contra la ideología de género” February 2, (1:21, Spanish) [link]
· Insausti, S. J., & Ben, P. 2023. Homonationalism, LGBT desaparecidos, and the politics of queer memory in Argentina. Memory Studies, 16(1), 66-84. https://doi-org.ezproxy.csbsju.edu/10.1177/17506980221140547 [link] [PDF] - set aside a good amount of time, this is dense, but good!
· Buenos Aires LGBTQ+ Student’s Guide [link]
· Events at Maricafé
· Drag Brunch at Maricafé some Saturdays, bring  AR$5000 cash for entry + food money [link] (2-5 pm)
· Marcha del Orgullo de la Ciudad de Buenos Aires – Nov 1. Plaza de Mayo. Bandas y feria desde las 10, Marcha a las 4 pm. Attending is up to your discretion. Very busy. Be careful of pickpockets. 
· Villa, Lucas. 2023. “WATCH: Lali Teams up with An Argentine LGBTQ+ Icon in Fierce ‘Quinés Son?’ Music Video” Remezcla. [link] 
· Lali – Quines Son? Music video (2:48) [link] [English translation]

	Wed 10/29
	Excursion to ESMA with IES Prof Paula Hrycyk  - we'll leave IES at 9:30 and return at 12:30
Along with students enrolled in the Contemporary Argentine History course, we will visit the former Navy School of Mechanics (ESMA), one of the most notorious clandestine detention centers operated during Argentina’s military dictatorship from 1976 to 1983.
During this period, ESMA was used to imprison individuals labeled as “subversive” by the regime. Thousands of detainees were subjected to torture, forced disappearance, and execution. Among the many human rights violations committed, pregnant detainees were often forced to give birth in captivity, after which their babies were taken and illegally adopted by families linked to the military, their identities erased.
Today, the ESMA building has been transformed into a memorial museum, dedicated to honoring the memory of the victims and promoting human rights. In 2004, Argentina’s National Congress passed legislation establishing the site as the Space for Memory and for the Promotion and Defense of Human Rights. In 2023, it was recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site under the name ESMA Museum and Site of Memory – Former Clandestine Center of Detention, Torture and Extermination.
Transportation by van will be provided, and Professor Paula Hrycyk will accompany the group. We will depart at 9:30 a.m. and expect to return by 12:30 p.m. Please be on time.

	10/30
	Queer Theory and Resistance
READING
1. Queer theory: Johnson, Alex Carr. 2011. “How to Queer Ecology: One Goose at a Time.” Orion Magazine, March 24. [link]. This is my favorite piece of all time for understanding what queer and queering mean.
2. Queer dance spaces (choose 1)
· McGowan, Charis. 2024. “In Buenos Aires, Queer Tango Gatherings are More Important Than Ever.” Condé Nast Traveler. [link] (Author is a journalist writing on two queer tango studios in Buenos Aires)    OR
· Macedo, Manuel. 2024. “Vamos a al Folklorazo Queer? A Night of Queer Folkloric Dancing and Activism. Revista – Harvard Review of Latin America. [link] (Author is a queer Uruguayan recent graduate of Colorado College)
3. Language: Lankes, Ana. 2022. “In Argentina, One of the World’s First Bans on Gender-Neutral Language.” The New York Times, July 20. [link]
4. Street Protest: Iricibar, Valen. 2025. “‘Make Argentina Gay Again’: Argentines hold anti-fascist pride march.” Buenos Aires Herald, February 1. [link]
ASSIGNMENT
Discussion Questions (post response on Canvas before class):
1. What does queer mean, as an adjective and as a verb?
2. How does Johnson complicate what “natural” means?
3. How does Johnson's argument relate to buen vivir? Choose an important quote from the text to help you answer this question.
4. Why are dance spaces, language, and the streets important for queer Argentines?
DUE
Draft of Marrón and Afro Resistance perspective essay
Further Reading
· 2012. “Yo Nena, Yo Princesa.” El documental (47 min, English subtitles) [link] 
· There’s a feature length version too: 2024 “Yo Nena, Yo Princesa” (1hr 56m) [link]

	W14
	 

	11/4
	In Class: Essays and Final Projects Work Time
DUE
Draft of queer perspective essay
T and I Letter 2

	11/6
	No class – Symposium at IES - attend to support your colleagues! 
11/8: National Day of Afro-Argentines and African Culture

	W15
	 

	11/11
	In Class: Essays and Final Projects Work Time
DUE
Experiential Learning Final Reflection
P and S Letter 2

	11/13
	In Class: Essays and Final Projects Work Time
DUE
Essay exam (no extensions)

	W16
	Exam Period at IES (Nov 17-20) 

	11/18
	DUE
Performances
Add 3 photos (self, group, out in the world) and captions in this slide show.
I'll hand out documents on Transference and Reintegration and our Departure Taller. We'll begin discussing Transference and Reintegration.
We'll complete our course survey and program evaluation in class.

	11/20
	Final Questions, Reflections, Farewells
We'll have our Departure Taller and closing ceremony. 
DUE
Global Learning Final Reflection (no extensions)
Fill out the Argentina Departure Taller Document I gave you last time. 
12:30-2:30 – Farewell Lunch at IES





1

image1.png




